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here are so many things to praise God for as we move slowly out of the
pandemic. The gifts given to the scientists enabling a vaccine to be found; the
healthcare professionals and front line workers who cared for us and kept
everything functioning; those who bore the burden of responsibility during an
unprecedented situation; and for some, undoubtedly their survival.
In this changing world it can be hard to remember that God is in control and we
should praise Him in all things, in the sure and certain knowledge that everything
is part of His great plan.
At the start of the pandemic our prayer was that this charity would survive. Not
only was that prayer heard but God blessed us abundantly. Closed schools
provided the opportunity for renovation. We were encouraged by the response
to our appeal which enabled families to be fed when they could not leave home
to find work and our child sponsorship project grew exponentially. Your
encouraging support has enabled CHI not just to survive but to grow. Families
living in poverty have been blessed, ministry has been supported and faith has
been restored where hope had been lost.
God’s work through CHI is thriving, your encouragement and His blessings have
kept us going throughout this challenging year.
As many of our communications from our partners begin, so we would like to
begin this magazine to you our faithful supporters:

Please read on and BE ENCOURAGED

A

lthough life is beginning to feel brighter in the UK, may we request your
continued prayers and support for our brothers and sisters in Rwanda and
Uganda where the Covid situation is currently worsening again.
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e are hopeful that this year our
AGM will be held physically, and
would encourage you to come along.
If however you are too far away or
unable to travel then, technology
permitting, we will also enable you to
join us via Zoom.

AGM
23rd October 2021
St Peter’s Church, Gubbins Lane,
Harold Wood RM3 0QA
2.30pm - 4.30pm
Light refreshments will be served

M

any of you will remember Eileen and Trevor Anderson who volunteered as
administrators of the Ray of Hope sponsorship project for many years. Sadly
Trevor passed away in March following a short illness. Please pray for Eileen as
she faces life without him, that she may find strength and comfort in His word.
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hank you for responding if you have recently
received correspondence regarding our Gift
Aid review, and returned the form as requested. If
you have not yet returned the form then may we
encourage you to do so without further delay. This
is important to maximise the benefits to the charity,
and ensure we only reclaim from HMRC for those donors who pay sufficient
tax. Gift Aid Tax claims are a valuable source of funds at no cost to you or
us. So………….
…….PLEASE RETURN YOUR FORM TODAY

I

nspired by the Boughton-Smith’s Walk 500 miles (see the
Caring and Sharing page), Val Dobson, one of our trustees,
struggling to motivate herself to exercise during lockdown, has
challenged herself to walk 100 miles in 100 days, and challenged
her friends and family to sponsor her. The funds raised will go
towards Health projects which seems very appropriate in the
current climate. If you would like to encourage her to keep
walking please contact the office, donate through our website
or forward a cheque, reference Val100. Val is due to complete
her walk on 9th July.

“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13

C

rops destroyed by hailstones is not a sight you expect to see in Africa,
but in the mountains of Byumba, in the north of Rwanda, this is the
situation they are facing as this magazine is prepared.
Precious seeds, carefully cultivated in the overworked and often infertile
soil, were destroyed in minutes as hail rained down on the hills. In his report
Robert told us:
“The rain had very very strong winds and ice which were as big as a big stone
that lasted to the following day. Those ice destroyed the gardens nearby and
to the extent that there will not be any yield from this season’s crops.”
Crops covered in hailstones

For the communities dependant on these crops, not just for food but also
for next seasons seeds, this is devastating.
A bag of seeds costing just £5 could answer the prayer of so many families
in these communities and be the encouragement they need to start again.
Coincidently, our prayer diary for October focuses on projects for
Agriculture. Please don’t wait until October, join us in prayer today and help
change the fortunes of these subsistence farmers.
“It is the hard-working farmer who ought to
have the first share of the crops”
2Timothy 2:6

T

he value of support for agriculture is highlighted by the reports recently
received from the Loan4Hope project in Rakai, Uganda where many
of the beneficiaries have used their small loans to buy fertiliser, seeds and
livestock.
Christopher Matovu is 42 years old and has 8 children. He used his loan
to start a piggery and expand his coffee business. He said:
“I thank God for the loan scheme, I was able to buy a piece of land, I
am grateful to God that the programme has enabled me to raise school
fees for my children. I have been able to expand the coffee business,
I have future plans of constructing a new house. Glory be to God.”
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n March last year Carmen, Ian and
I arrived home from our trip to
Uganda. We had heard rumours of
empty supermarket shelves and toilet
paper shortages but, in honesty, we
were totally unprepared for what
awaited us. The UK was in the throes of a mad hoarding frenzy as we faced
a killer virus! Within 6 days of our homecoming the UK was in lockdown.
With lots to keep us busy from our trip, full of enthusiasm for fundraising
and organizing new projects, we were reluctant to shut up shop. Thankfully,
with only 3 staff we were able to organize ourselves to cover the office
whilst, at all times, remaining safe. Reluctantly knitting deliveries were
cancelled and all our volunteers stayed at home.
It was lonely being in the office with no discussion, no laughter, no visitors.
It was quiet at first and we were able to review our visit and see where the
charity’s money could be spent most effectively. It was a worrying time –
there was so much that we could see needed doing in Uganda and we
wanted to do it all. Uganda had also gone into lockdown – we were probably
lucky to have made it home!
Obviously, we still needed to raise funds; in Uganda and Rwanda mouths
needed feeding more than ever – forbidden to move around there was no
opportunity to work, no furlough scheme or social security safety net here
– Uganda and Rwanda had come to a halt.
We were heartbroken and felt compelled to set up an emergency food fund
when Patrick told us that more people would die of starvation than COVID
in Uganda.
We were worried. We prayed for our friends overseas, we prayed for
answers, we prayed for ideas, we prayed for God’s guidance. We just had
to leave it with Him and carry on as best we could.

Then something amazing happened – YOU.
Our supporters came forward with donations, over £10,000 for emergency
food alone.
The sponsored children could not go to school, we asked sponsors if they
would be willing for that sponsorship money be used to feed their children’s
families, the answer was a resounding ‘YES’.

As lockdown here continued, we actually felt blessed to be a small charity,
without huge overheads, not dependent on income from shops or large
fundraising events. We heard more and more about the bigger charities
struggling with lost funds.
But YOU, you kept CHI going. You sent us money you might have spent
on petrol, clubs, or coffees. You supported us through every step of the
lockdown. You rang the office, kept us company, prayed with us and for
us, we received such supportive letters and emails. We shared our faith,
that He was with us, we did not give up hope. CHI was able to pass that
hope on to our partners in Rwanda and Uganda.
Positive steps were made – funds were sent to refurbish schools in Uganda,
providing work to local people, enabling them to earn and support their
families. The funds received from YOU did far more than rebuild, re plaster
and repaint – they gave hope to small villages, food to feed them, work to
keep them busy. They were encouraged and filled with hope.
Kabwami school refurbishment summer 2020 providing work - bringing hope

It really was amazing – as the summer arrived, we were able to work in
the office together again, albeit very carefully. As time went on, volunteers
were able to come back into work. Now over a year on since the first
COVID lockdown we have all had both vaccinations, we are working
together again.
We, at CHI, just wanted to take this opportunity to THANK YOU for
the encouragement, faithful prayer and support you have given to CHI
over the past year.

Pauline
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n a very cold wet day in February 2020 we
arrived in Rakai Parish, Uganda. The children
from the school met us with smiles and laughter but
we were horrified to see so many in tee shirts and
thin cotton dresses that were little more than rags.
Visibly shivering they came out to meet us. We
hugged them in a vain attempt to share some warmth.
As lunch time arrived a queue formed, clutching
plastic cups they waited patiently for a cup of posho
- school lunch Uganda style.
Heartbreakingly, many remained at a distance,
standing back, watching on. They did not have cups,
they received no lunch. They had not eaten breakfast
either, if they were lucky they would eat in the
evening. Sadly this scene was replayed many times
as we visited the church schools in Rakai and Kijjabwemi Parishes.
Many of the children are from child led families, most live in poverty, food
is scarce, school fees and materials impossible to provide.
Church run schools offer the chance of an education, but without pens and
paper learning is limited, without fees the teachers cannot be paid. As the
children return to school after the Covid lockdown their situation has
worsened. Our partners are turning to us in the hope that we can offer some
hope and encouragement. We will do what we can with the funds available.

Fees, materials and uniforms for some of the poorest in the community
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esperate to receive an education children walk many miles each day to attend
school often knowing their days in class are numbered, as soon as the fees
are demanded they will be chased away. The next day they walk further and
register in a different school. Heartbreakingly the cycle will repeat until there is
nowhere left to go.

Poverty prevents so many children from receiving a regular education, as a result
they lose hope for a better future. It is encouraging to know however, that there
is hope. A donation to our Education fund provides school lunches, materials and
uniforms to address the immediate need. Sponsorship ensures regular education
and can transform a life for eternity. Whatever you can do will encourage and
bring hope to those in most need.
“Blessed are those who find wisdom,
Those who gain understanding.”
Proverbs 3:13

Donate - by cheque, phone the office
or Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

We walked from our lodgings
along the street to St Johns
Church in Kijjabwemi. We had
become accustomed to the raggy
appearance of many of the young
children along the roads, so
imagine our surprise as we
entered a hall full of beautifully
turned out children in blue checked shirts or dresses, smart and smiling. The Saturday project
for the sponsored children in Uganda was in full flow, prayers and singing, bible stories and
interactive play. But when we looked closer, among the blue shirts and dresses were other
children, not in ‘uniform’, but participating and obviously having a great time. These children
are welcomed, although they are not sponsored, they are made to feel loved, accepted and
equally valuable, encouraged to join in with the praise and worship. To be honest the biggest
draw is probably the promise of posho and mandazi (porridge and a doughnut), possibly
the only meal they will get that day, but showing them God’s gift of kindness is surely the
best encouragement they can receive. News of the Saturday project travels quickly and
more children arrive as the day goes on; Patrick’s concern is for space as he wants to reach
as many children as possible. The plan is to double the size of the hall and be able to feed
any children that turn up. Donations to the Spiritual Growth fund are supporting the Saturday
Project. Building work on the extension hall has also begun.

THE SATURDAY PROJECT - SHARING FOOD, FAITH AND FUN
MISSION DOES NOT END WITH THE YOUTH
n Kaleere, Uganda there is
fantastic work taking place
amongst the elderly. Your
donations have provided 100
chairs which will provide comfort
during the meetings, and can
also be hired out to raise funds
for the welfare of the elderly.
We were told by Samuel who organises this mission:
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We gratefully held the 2nd May O.A.S.I.S fellowship themed "Aging in Body but Not
in Soul"
74 seniors gathered to share the word from Philippians 4:4 and later engaged in
various games. We use this special opportunity to demonstrate the love of God to
the elderly. Sensitivity to the elderly spiritual and social needs can give comfort and
stability in a time of change and uncertainty.

now what you’ve
k
e
b e e n d o o o … in g! ! !
W

W

e are so encouraged by the quantity and quality of the knitting you
have been doing during lockdown. As everyone starts to venture out,
our warehouse seems to be a first stop, a safe place to come. Unfortunately
we are still unable to offer our usual hospitality, but hope to be back to
‘normal’ soon. The knitting mountain we had been joking about in the office
has become a reality with more arriving every day.

And these are only the bags we have hidden from the packers so
they don’t lose sleep or have nightmares. Don’t tell them will you?

THANK YOU - and keep up the good work

In Rwanda health insurance is available for the staggering sum of…

….... £3 per person, per year!!!
Sponsorship covers health insurance for the sponsored child, but what
about the rest of the family? With health very much in the forefront of our
minds this year, the CHI team agreed it was the right decision to pay the
insurance for all members of every sponsored child’s household. We asked
Robert, the field assistant in Byumba, Rwanda to explain the difference this
would make to the families. This is what he told us:
“This action will greatly improve the standards of the families of the
sponsored children, most families are always worried on how they
shall manage to pay their medical insurance. Paying for one child in
the program really benefits the family, but the decision to pay for the
entire family came at the right time, where the whole world was
affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic, this affected many African poor
families where, as a result of limited products, the available items
became so expensive that poor families could not afford to purchase
them. The limited money some parents would acquire from different
casual works would all be consumed by basic needs and they were
wondering what they shall do to access medical services, and yet some
of them have critical medical conditions where at whatever cost, they
need such medical attention at least once every month.
Being facilitated in paying of health insurance therefore not only eases
the burden of contribution, but also assists them to meet the other
requirements that supplement the medicines they get, especially those
affected by HIV/AIDS.
There are families with members altogether more than 10, meaning
the annual payment stands to 30,000 frw (£30) which can do some
more investment such as buying a goat or other livestock, that can
raise some income after a given period thus improving their standards
of living and development of the family.
Being facilitated in the payment of medical insurance also removes
the worries among the family as they would be thinking on how they
will be able to get such money yet they have no income, and if they get
one, they use it in other family needs.

Elie Tuyizere is one of our sponsored children, he is thirteen years old, an
orphan who was rejected by his Dad after his mother died in a car accident.
He was taken to his grandfather’s home where he now stays in a family
comprised of eleven members.
The grand father is a casual worker who gets little income to sustain the
family.
After being informed that, through the project of CHI the Diocese of Byumba
will provide health insurance to the whole family, they were so amazed
and very happy because this was going to greatly assist them to develop
in all ways, since it was very hard for them to raise 33,000frw (£33) for
the medical insurance of the whole family amidst other family needs.
The grand parents said.
“You cannot imagine how grateful we are knowing that at least we
have some people who care for our health and take the burden to pay
for us the health insurance. May God highly bless them.”
They added that they will use that money instead to meet other family needs
which they sacrificed themselves from in favour of medical insurance,
because they are now assured that they will never encounter with that
challenge and that “With good health, we believe we shall achieve much”
The grand mother said.
With additional gifts from his sponsor Elie has purchased goats and rabbits
which will assist the family to become more self-sufficient.

Elie, with some of his family
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t is never too early to reserve your 2022 CHI
calendar.
With the help of many smiling faces pictured during
our visits, you can gain an insight into life in Rwanda
and Uganda.
Pre-order your copy, and maybe one for a friend
today.
Great value at just £5 each or 2 for £8.

Once again Carol, our
Christmas elf, has excelled
herself and we are able to
offer this beautiful pack of
cards for Christmas 2021.

CHRISTMAS CARDS

Each pack contains eight 6x6 inch
square cards and envelopes.
£4 per pack + £1 p&p if you are unable
to collect in person.
By producing these cards in house we can ensure every penny of profit benefits the work of CHI

W

e are often asked what is an appropriate Christmas gift to
send to your sponsored children. Although the most practical
is usually a small extra financial gift, with our western heads we like
to give something tangible.
Weight and postage costs limit the choice of items we are able to
send, however, this year, for a small donation we have a limited
supply of beautiful knitted angels. At 4½ inch high each angel fits
perfectly in an A5 envelope.
If you are interested in sending one to your child we would encourage you to let
us know as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
Just send us your Christmas card or letter for your child, include your donation
and we will add the angel to the envelope. You choose how much you donate.
You can of course also send a small financial gift for your child if you wish.

Donate - by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

You can transform a life in Africa with GIFTS OF KINDNESS for friends
and family.

O

nce again our design department (Carol!!) Has
come up trumps. The new gift wallets are
proving very popular, and the gifts being purchased
are blessing those in need.

W

e hope you will like the new Christmas designs shown below, and
encourage Carol by ordering even more Gifts of Kindness for your
family and friends this year.

We encourage you to give a gift of kindness this year?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Choose from our exclusive wallet designs shown above.
Choose your gift(s).
Complete the order form enclosed, or visit our website.
Make your payment.

We take care of the rest

T

he wallet is free of charge, please remember to request one wallet for
each family member or friend you wish to give to.
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very sponsor has their own reason for sponsoring a child. Giving thanks to God
for the blessing of each of their own children has been the motivation for the
Trinder family. What a wonderful way to teach your children about the lives of
those less fortunate. This is what the children had to say:
“In our family, every time one of us was born, our parents
would sponsor a child through CHI. This was because they
felt blessed and this was just one of the ways that they
could show appreciation and be a blessing to others.”
“We sponsor children to help them have a better life and so that they may
know that there are other Christians out there that care for them. We are
very fortunate and so its only right that we help others who have less than
us.”
“The support really helps the children in Rwanda and Uganda. They
get to go to school where otherwise they might have to go to work or
be left alone while the parents go to work.”
“We like to receive and send letters and pictures to them. Its good because
you get to know who you are sponsoring rather than just sending money to
a charity. You get to find out what it is like to live in other places and it
makes you appreciate the things that we take for granted like food,
electricity and clean running water.”
We would encourage anyone to do it. For a small amount of money it
can really change a life in Africa.
Finley, Amabelle, Liliana, Kassiya
The children chose this verse:
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matt 5:16

Liliana, Amabelle, Kassiya & Finley - and their sponsored children

Who will your child look like?

Eric?

Lawrence?

Diane?

Or one of the many other children waiting
patiently, praying for someone to care.

Visit our website or contact the office for more information
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egular readers of our magazine will know that in February every year Wesley
Methodist Church in Leigh on Sea hold a jumble sale to raise funds for the
work of CHI, this is organised by Pam, her family and friends.
As they faced a second year of being unable to hold this fundraising event Pam
told us:

“The idea for the February 500 mile ‘We are family’ sponsored walk, began
with the thought that family and friends, supporters of CHI, had a lot of time
on their hands due to Covid. The very successful annual jumble sale from which
we were regularly able to donate valuable funds to CHI could not go ahead.
The suggestion came from Fern and Jess (the youngest walkers) and was a
wonderful idea. Younger family members, some in Holland, began walking,
managing to clock up 50-100 miles each. The older walkers joined in and
managed up to 30 miles each along the beautiful seafront. Between them all
they walked 500 miles.
It was a wonderful idea and the sponsorship raised now totals easily as much
as would have been raised at the jumble sale.”

Some of the younger walkers on Leigh seafront
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he subject of death is always a tricky one. Most of us are
reluctant to face our own mortality. However as we all
know….

Nothing can be certain except death and taxes

If you own your own home today then the likelihood is that
when you die your estate will be subject to inheritance tax. However, did
you know that if you choose to leave at least 10% of your estate to charity,
the rate of tax is reduced!!

What a wonderful way to beat the tax man.
Legacies are vital to the ongoing work of many charities and for small
charities like CHI a legacy can have a huge impact on the lives of those in
need.

There are several ways CHI can benefit after your death

Legacy

Include a legacy to Christian Hope International in
your will, generally or, for a specific project.

DONATIONS

Leave instructions that any donations made in your
memory should be used to support the work of
Christian Hope International.
Request donations to support the work of Christian
Hope International instead of buying flowers.

Previous legacies have been used to:
● Provide livestock, school uniforms, education and vocational training
materials.
Wealth is worthless in the day of
● Repair homes and schools.
wrath, but righteousness delivers
● Fund Christian Youth camps.
from death.
Proverbs 11:4
● Fund a Parish Project
If you feel God is calling you to support His work through CHI in this way
please speak to your solicitor or call the office for further advice.

A legacy gift will ensure that today’s
Christian work continues into the future.

Total collected 2021

£150
THANK YOU
Please contact the office if you require a Loose Change box.

Contact details
Unit 10, Hope House,
The Elms Ind Est.
Church Road, Harold Wood
Romford,
Essex RM3 0JU

Office no: 01708 377795

Email addresses
Carmen Denham:
info@christianhope.org.uk
Pauline Davidson:
accounts@christianhope.org.uk
Web site: www.christianhope.org.uk
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Stitches of Hope
Val Dobson
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Paul Guyver
Eileen Knowles
Jill Stanford
Office support
Ian & Carol
Phillips
Audrey Vinten
Trustees: Chairman Ian Phillips
Treasurer Joff Trinder
Val Dobson
Tony Gibbs
Grant Gooding
Paul Guyver
Trish Nelson
James Olandunjoye
International
Steve Wheeler
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Christian Partnership Overseas
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CHI Magazine
The Magazine is published 3 times a year and is also available “on-line”. It is sent free
of charge to supporters and is published in accordance with our basis of faith. Articles
in the magazine may represent the ideas of the author and may not necessarily be
those of the charity.
Articles from this magazine are available for use in your church literature, but please
let us know before using them.

